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Launch of NSAA’s New Website

Written by Kah Noy

The Nanyang Schools Alumni Association (NSAA) successfully
launched our new website (www.nanyang.orqg.sq) on 12 April
2022. In addition to the existing website information, the new

website now supports the following features:

NSAA Member

1. Users can log-in using either their email address or membership ID via mobile, laptop
or tablet.

2. Users can update their profile (contact details, child particulars, etc) at their
convenience without the need to contact our membership administration team.

3. Users can also register for events, sign up as volunteers and review their activity
history.

Non-NSAA Member

1. Alumni who are interested to join NSAA can now submit membership applications,
view their application status, register for events, sign up as volunteers and review
their activity history online.

2. All alumni can select “Join the mailing list” if they are interested in receiving
notifications and joining the events organised by the NSAA.

Besides providing our members and alumni a better user experience, the new website
will greatly reduce the administrative work for the NSAA committee in serving the Alumni
through streamlining and automation of existing processes.

WWW.Nnanyang.orqg.sq
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NSAA Annual General Meeting

Written by Samuel Chan

he Nanyang Schools Alumni Association (NSAA) conducted our
Annual General Meeting (AGM) in March of 2022 via ZOOM,
with an attendance of 43 participants.

NSAA President Mdm Chua opened the AGM with a warm
welcome to all attendees. A photo montage video showcasing
the activities organised together with the Nanyang Schools was
shared, covering major events such as our recent online Tuan

Bai 2022 celebrations, the online Founders’ Day 2021 event,
AGM 2021, and past years” Musical Nite, Homecoming, and other
fundraising activities. This was followed by a video tribute to
Members of the Nanyang Family.

Mdm Chua proceeded to present on the additional activities
organised by NSAA for 2021/2022, covering events such as the
Primary One Talk, Teachers’ Day and visits to retired Teachers,
Nanyang Values talk and Care-for-Community activities. She then
touched on the upcoming Nanyang 105th anniversary event,
which will be a physical gathering this year, and the accompanying

Mdm Chua then introduced Mdm Carnation Chai, Vice-president

of NSAA and the coordinator of the new NSAA website, ta the
AGM participants. Mdm Chai gave an update on the project which
was slated to be rolled out in 2022, providing a demonstration

of the features and user interface for the new website for NSAA
members. At the same time, she showcased the new capabilities
of the system in digitalising processes, increasing efficiency for
administrators, improving alumni engagement and enhancing user
experience for NSAA members.

The third section of the AGM was the Treasurer’s report, presented
by Mdm Mok Shoon Terk, detailing the income and expenses of
NSAA, and the balance sheet as of Feb 2022.

The final section of the AGM was the Q&A session, where the
Exco members were able to address questions, such as potential
declining membership due to the removal of Phase 2A1,
membership volunteering requirements for events, social media
engagement, and the new NSAA website.

Nanyang 150th Anniversary Creation Competition, which has two

categories this year - song writing and visual art. The AGM concluded at 5pm.

part from funding the schools to create a conducive learning environment

for students through fundraising activities, bursaries and donations, the
NSAA also serves as the connection between the alumni and their alma mater.
We engage our alumni in various initiatives and activities that are focussed on
the spirit of giving back to our alma mater and service to our community.

For the past two years, the in-person engagement with our alumni volunteers
was unfortunately reduced due to the measures implemented during the
pandemic. Despite the limited interaction that we could have, the volunteers
supported the schools by conducting traffic warden duties at Nanyang
Kindergarten. They also wrote greeting cards during Chinese New Year in

2022 for our retired principals and teachers. The handwritten cards were an
expression of our sincere gratitude for their years of service to the schools, and
they were delighted to receive festive greetings from the Nanyang Family.

As part of our ongoing efforts to give back to the community, we worked
together with our volunteers to donate hand sanitisers in the past year to

the following institutions: Econ Medicare (Hougang), Ju Eng Home for Senior
Citizens, Lion’s Home for the Elders, Marsiling Community Centre (Smart
Wellness Programme), PCF Keat Hong Cares, SPD Ability Centre, St Bernadette’s
Lifestyle Village and St John’s St Margaret’s Nursing Home.

There is strength in unity, and we hope that our alumni will continue to join
us and work together to create a better future for our juniors, alma mater and
our community.
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he Nanyang Family Tuan Bai ([#{7%) 2022 was once again

held virtually over Zoom on 12 February 2022 this year, so that
the larger Nanyang Family could gather safely for our cherished
tradition of celebrating Lunar New Year together amidst the
ongoing pandemic. To celebrate this joyous occasion, traditional
red packets were designed by NSAA committee members and
distributed to the three Nanyang Schools’ alumni, teachers and
students before the event.

The event was also attended by the Nanyang Schools Board

of Directors, Nanyang Schools Principals, retired principals and
teachers, current students and staff, and Nanyang alumni and

their families. Early birds were able to join in either of the two
breakout rooms to ‘gather” and chat with their former teachers and
principals before the event. While the 200-strong attendees were
not physically together, spirits ran high amidst the joyous music
and lively chatter over Zoom chat.
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Similar to 2021, the attendees participated in an action-packed
one-hour programme that incorporated traditional elements with
new to suit the virtual format. There were beloved favourites

like the singing of the school song, traditional lion dance by the
NYGH lion dance troupe, as well as Lunar New Year greetings

from the Board of Directors, School Management Committee and
the Nanyang Principals. The talented students from Nanyang
Kindergarten, Nanyang Primary School and Nanyang Girls” High
also put on lively music, dance and wushu performances as well as
a cross-talk show (#H75) which was exceptionally well-received by
our attendees last year. While all performances were pre-recorded,
the experience was close to a live one given the richness of the
audio-visual recordings which captured the students’ beautiful
voices and lively expressions.

Like in the previous year, the most exciting segment of the show
was the game segment of Chinese pictorial word riddles (f&4T

k) . The youngest member of our NSAA Committee, Ms Cindy
Chng, hosted 2 sessions of this energising game segment which
saw lively audience participation in solving traditional Chinese
riddles. Guesses came in fast and furious, and it was a case of
the “fastest finger wins”: the first person with the correct answer
typed in the Zoom chat for each riddle walked away with a prize.

To cap off the event, the NSAA Choir led a Lunar New Year sing-a-
long that brought the attendees together through a ‘mass’ virtual
singing session and drew the event to a momentous close.

The NSAA would like to convey its deepest appreciation to all who
took precious time to participate and all who made the 2022
Online Tuan Bai celebration possible in their own ways. We look
forward very much to a physical celebration in 2023!
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Changes in Primary 1
Registration Framework

Written by Peh Hwee Choo

he changes to the Primary 1 Registration Framework

announced by the Ministry of Education (MOE) on 9 September
2021 have generated much public interest. The Nanyang Schools
Alumni Association (NSAA) has also received a fair amount of
comments and queries on this issue. We are thankful and grateful
for all the comments and queries received, and we respect all
the viewpoints on the policy changes.

At the NSAA, we recognise that a school’s character, values and
spirit are closely related to the strength and support of its alumni.
For over 100 years, Nanyang was able to overcome various
challenges and adversity, and developed its unique character and
spirit because of the immense support from our alumni.

The NSAA has always advocated for priority to be given to
children of our alumni, even during the consultation phase prior
to the announcement leading up to the latest policy changes.
While this current NSAA Committee remains committed to this
stance, we respectfully and humbly ask for the understanding
that NSAA - and being a member of NSAA - is much more than
gaining priority into Nanyang Primary School (NYPS).

The NSAA aims to support the Nanyang Family of Schools,
strengthen the bonds of our alumni and serve as the connection
between the schools and alumni. We also strive to inculcate
gratefulness and cultivate compassion through our programmes,
as we strongly believe in the spirit of “4&k7k FJE”. By imparting
these values to our future generations, it is hoped that this will
encourage altruistic service to the nation.

We encourage our alumni to visit our website and learn about
the history and role of the NSAA, and what it means to be a
member of NSAA. We look forward to your continued support in
our pursuit for a better Nanyang, and hope to have you join us in
our upcoming programmes and activities.

Registration
Talk

Written by Lin Ling

On 26 June 2021, The Nanyang Schools Alumni Association
(NSAA) held its annual Primary One Registration Talk virtually
for the second year due to the pandemic. The talk was held

with the objective of providing information on the Primary One
registration process and for NSAA members to have frequently
asked questions on the registration process answered.

The talk saw keen participation of about 180 attendees, made
up of NSAA members and members of the public. Prior to the
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start of the talk, NSAA Chairwoman Mdm Chua Eng Eng gave an
overview of the NSAA and presented NYPS Principal Mdm Ler
Jia Luen with the NSAA’s annual donation to the school.

During the 2-hour session, NYPS Principal Mdm Ler Jia

Luen gave attendees an overview of the school’s direction,
programme and the 2021 Primary One registration process. In
addition, Mdm Ler hosted a lively Q&A session where questions
on the registration process, eligibility requirements, timelines
and school programs were answered. Feedback on the talk
was positive, with many noting that the Q&A session helped
attendees understand more about the registration process. In
particular, Mdm Ler’s candid sharing and patient explanation of
the registration process was very much appreciated.

The virtual event was organised and run by NSAA alongside
NYPS staff. The NSAA would like to thank all attendees for their
active participation and Mdm Ler for the insightful talk.
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Articles posted on Minister Ong Ye Kung and Mr Michael Chia’s Facebook Page
on 28th February 2022. Published by NSAA with consent.

“I learnt with sadness that my primary school form teacher #}{&Hf=£ifi passed
away this morning.

She was our Chinese teacher, and also the discipline mistress of the school. She
is a strong reason why | am bilingual, and she instilled strong values in everyone
in class.

Several students still maintain a WhatsApp group with her, often to wish her well
on special occasions. Everyone is sad to learn about her passing.

For we all know how lucky we were to have a teacher like her during our
formative years.

ZE, W, ”
_ - Minister Ong Ye Kung
i —
“Just learnt that my NYPS discipline mistress, Mdm Seah (i}1& &), passed away in hospital at 0047h this morning.

| was always a little bit of a rascal in primary school and Mdm Seah was always firm but kind. As we shared the same Chinese surname,
| used to bluff prefects who wanted to book me that 4} Jfi was my paternal aunt. | was summoned to her desk one day and she asked
me whilst tapping her long ruler on her palm: “Since when have | got a nephew in school?” | was let off without any whacking!

Met up with her decades after | left school, because | was serving the Nanyang Schools Alumni Association, and she was the one that
kept in touch thereafter more often than I did. She was always gratified when students kept in touch.

Discovered some years after the reunion, by chance that her brother-in-law was a family friend of my paternal grandfather. | then
reasoned with her that that would make her a paternal aunt of sorts. So | wasn'’t bluffing all those years back!

My last interaction with her was when | sent her my standard birthday greeting on her birthday last November via WhatsApp and she
was pleased that | remembered. When | confessed that | was reminded by Facebook, she praised me for having wisdom to leverage on
Facebook and thanked me for caring! Such was the kind soul she was!

20, ZEER

- Mr Michael chia
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he Festival of Arts (FOA) returned in April this year with two full days of riveting performances held over two Saturdays. The threads

that connect all the performing arts CCAs in Nanyang Girls” High School are the underlying principles of empowerment, creativity, and
autonomy. FOA empowers the students to conceptualise, envision, and curate. They are given the autonomy to design their own themes
and organise their publicity. The success of the concert was a testament to the effort, dedication, and growth of all the students. While the
live performances were open to all staff and students, parents and guests were also warmly invited to watch through livestreams.

Last year, due to Covid-19 restrictions, FOA was organised as a series of small-scale socially-distanced live performances for the Secondary
Four students. Everyone was grateful that live performances could resume this year, as the visceral and interactive experience from a live
concert is irreplaceable.

This year also happened to be the 10th year of FOA and the first time it was held for the second consecutive year (it used to be a biennial
event). Ms Theodora Huang, who has helmed the FOA team for several years, said that it is possible for FOA to become an annual event: as

a showcase for Singapore Youth Festival (SYF) for one year and a celebration of our students” art the next year.

Moving forward, Ms Huang said that there is always a “brand new way” of organising FOA. They have to continue to be creative and flexible
in order to keep up with the ever changing circumstances.

Without further ado, let’s look at what each performing arts CCA had to offer and what the students had to say about the whole FOA experience!

STRING ENSEMBLE

Like the Nanyang Concert Band, the selection of songs
in the Nanyang String Ensemble concert ranged from
well-loved classics like Antonio Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons”
to popular contemporary tunes such as Studio Ghibli’s
“Kiki’s Delivery Service”. “Anima”, which means “soul”,
is an apt name for their concert as every song stirred

the souls of the audience.

>< EXCO Member, Violin 2:
“Being a part of the ExCO, I have had the opportunity
to understand what the various student committees have
worked on in preparation for the concert. I am very
heartened to see everyone putting in their utmost effort.
I am excited to see the product of our hard work and I
CONCERT BAND wish my CCA mates all the best for the concert!”
Titled “Appassionata”, which means “impassioned”,

the Nanyang Concert Band showcased their deep love
for music through a dazzling variety of compositions, EIJ
from enchanting classics such as “Arioso” by J.S.

.ou

Bach to iconic tunes from Studio Ghibli's “Princess

Mononoke”.

>< Sec 4 ABEL:

“Preparing for this concert has been a satisfying

process as we hear ourselves gradually improve over
time. Due to the pandemic safety measures, there have
been limitations on how many people can be playing
wind instruments together at the same time. I believe
these challenges have served to make us stronger as

we innovate new ways to overcome our challenges
together. To everyone preparing for FOA, jiayou and we
can do it!”

6




CHOIR

Through their concert, named “Moments: 4+,
Nanyang Choir emphasised the importance of living
in the present and treasuring those around us. They
presented eleven beautifully sung tunes in English,
Japanese, and Tagalog.

>4 sec 2 Chorister:

“Preparing for our concert was an eye-opening experience
for me — firstly because it is my first concert with the
Choir, and secondly, we have to sing in groups of only

15 due to safety restrictions. It was quite exhausting to
project our voices in a large space like the Auditorium. We
have and will continue to persevere, to enjoy singing to
our hearts’ content!”

GUZHENG

Nanyang Guzheng Ensemble presented “45#)%4%" to
its audience during the FOA concert. A play on the words
“HEfE” and” 14”7, the concert was a lovely declaration
of the members’ love for guzheng. They performed
various delightful classics and also modern pieces from
popular Chinese dramas such as “4A%¢” from Ashes of
Love and “F-2.0>" from Prince of Lanling.

D4 sec 4 student Conductor:

“Through the process of preparing for this concert, we
had to learn a wide repertoire. This has made us more
versatile in our instrumental playing, and has developed
our understanding and appreciation of various musical
styles and genres.”

CHINESE ORCHESTRA

Nanyang Chinese Orchestra’s concert, titled “Z; 2 ji

- e %, was about their musical journey through
the COVID pandemic along with the rest of Singapore.
It showcased the members’ growth as artists and

how they, as well as all Singaporeans, worked hard

to overcome challenges in the face of adversity. Their
versatility could be seen in the different tunes they
performed, such as the lively Studio Ghibli medley and
the sorrowful “FE &8,

D4 sec 4 Section Leader:

“Chinese Orchestra faced many pandemic-related
restrictions in the past two years, such as limits to the
number of performers allowed to rehearse together. I am
glad that we were still able to make music as an orchesira
and present a concert to a live audience this year.”

CHINESE DANCE

oo

The colourful performance from Chinese Dance’s “ji
MFE” presented graceful dances that immersed
the audience in the beauty and fragility of nature.
They witnessed the majestic butterfly, the delicate
jasmine, the soft waves of the ocean, and the
elegance of the crested ibis.

DA< Sec 4 Assistant IC:
“BEFLERAESR M 2RSS, PRENEEHMEA W, H
HELRGIE. BI—EIOREE 5%, MRAST
BATIDUE. HE—HMZG I HE, £—n—,
EEEMRRRY, BRI SRE. BR DUEA
T BIELRATEMEGE. BRENRINANRE TES. ¥
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MODERN DANCE

Modern Dance’s “Infinity” took the audience on a magical journey
of self-discovery and exploration of the multi-faceted emotions
humans are capable of experiencing. They presented impressive
self-choreographed pieces in various genres such as contemporary
dance, hip-hop, street dance, and lyrical dance.

D4 Sec 4 Member:

“The many changes to the safety guidelines for dance have truly
tested our ability to be adaptive and creative — for example, we

had to think of choreography in which dancers do not come into
physical contact with each other. This process has been a complex yet
Sfulfilling journey for all of us.”

THEATRE CLUB X AUDIO-VISUAL CLUB

“Interlude” was a collaboration between Nanyang Theatre Club
and Audio-Visual Club. In this collection of films and staged
performances, both clubs aimed to offer glimpses of the lives of
regular Singaporeans while exploring social issues in modern-day
Singapore.

D< Sec 4 Assistant Stage Manager:

“Working on 1%k is really enjoyable and fulfilling, and watching
my juniors grow and have fun in the process is one of the many
highlights during CCA sessions! This is my first time working with
this many props and costumes, and I am very excited to see the final
result of our production.”

E-Global Classroom Programme (E-GCP)

School Interaction & Virtual Cultural Exploration
for Secondary Three Students

ue to COVID restrictions, a hybrid experience that consisted of
Doverseas virtual exchange programmes, online learning and
local hands-on experiences were planned for all the Secondary 3
students during the 2021 E-Global Classroom Programme (E-GCP),
which spanned from May until October. The Sec 3 Bicultural Studies
Programme students as well as Sec 3 Art Elective Programme
students had a similar E-GCP experience though these were
customized to their respective programmes.

During E-GCP, our Secondary 3 students in NYGH had the
opportunity to interact twice with peers from overseas partner
schools from ASEAN, namely Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines

and Thailand, or with schools from India and China through a
series of programme and virtual interaction opportunities in May
or/and September. Through this virtual exchange programme,
students were able to engage in exciting conversations to learn
more about their overseas peers’ culture, country or way of life.
Students also embarked on the ‘TLE Mission to Where Adventure’,
where asynchronous lesson packages were designed to encourage
students’ engagement with a global perspective. Students were
exposed to curated readings and digital artefacts that examined
how people in a community live, and explored links between local
and global economies with current environmental challenges. In
addition, there were online activities that required students to
figure out ‘missions’ and unlock hidden ‘documents’.

These interesting experiences culminated in the post-exam
E-GCP in October with a special lineup of activities prepared for
the students. Besides the virtual cultural interaction sessions
with overseas peers during the last week of October, the E-GCP
experience also saw the students engaging in discussions and
presentations about the problem tasks by TLE.

Another key E-GCP programme in October was the Virtual Cultural
Exploration that included a class-based virtual sharing with local
guides who introduced the students to some of the main customs,
festivals, social etiquettes, and places of interests at the identified
countries. Students had the opportunity to speak to the

overseas local guides who showed them the overseas

places of interest through a Virtual Reality 360

degree tour. Hands-on activities were also

planned to introduce students to some

of the traditional arts or handicrafts of

the countries they were exploring, for

instance, Thailand’s Lotus Origami. A

screening and Q&A with the director

of a local movie, “Not my mothers’

baking”, also further enhanced

students’ cross-cultural awareness,

sensitivity, and skills.




Bicultural Studies Programme e-G(CP

As part of the Bicultural Studies Programme
(BSP) virtual exchange programme, | had the
opportunity to interact with students from the
Affiliated High School of Peking University, The
High School Affiliated to Fudan University, and
Xiaoshi Middle School. Given that we were unable
to meet each other physically, we adapted to the
situation by navigating a plethora of Chinese virtual
platforms (such as meeting on Voov instead of
Zoom, messaging each other on WeChat and doing
presentation slides on Tencent). In a particularly
memorable 2-hour call with Xiaoshi Middle School,
we played improvised icebreaker games, gave each
other live school tours, and chatted with each other
about academic work, hobbies and student life in
our respective breakout rooms. Despite the initial
awkwardness on video calls, by the end of the e-GCP,

Online sharing by HaiDiLao
Business representative
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we had managed to save each other’s contacts, and
continue to keep in touch till today.

Besides forging friendships, we got a taste of

how China businesses operate in Singapore. A
representative from HaiDiLao gave a presentation

on their business model and career hierarchy that
uniquely caters to the needs of their local consumers.
Additionally, as part of the “Virtual China Tour
Experience”, we learnt about the cultural specialities
of each province, attended a live tour of Guangian
Street, and even did a hands-on Chinese embroidery
activity from the comfort of our own homes. | marvel
at the fact that we were able to enjoy such a well-
rounded, dynamic experience simply through the
screens of our iPads.

Written by Poon Ky-Shan (402)
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Written by {13255 Fu Wengi (410)
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Nanyang Kindergarten

resumed combined assembly sessions for all levels from :
9 May 2022. Prior to that, the assembly was conducted V3 O
separately in the children’s classrooms due to COVID =
restrictions. Since then, the children have gathered at
the school hall daily to sing the national anthem and
the school song, and to recite the pledge together. We
can see excitement in them as they interact with their
peers from different classes. We are looking forward
to organising more combined activities in the coming
months. We love that our children can experience and
elevate the spirit of camaraderie in Nanyang!
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VIRTUAIL
IFIELD TRIPS

Virtual field trips by The Local Farm Adventures Kids were
arranged for the Kindergarten 2 children. The children “visited”
an Egg Farm and Kelong by watching a pre-recorded video.
This virtual learning journey gave the school an opportunity
to introduce the children to the wonderful world of our local
farms. Through interactive Q and A sessions with the farmers,
along with hands-on workshops and activities, the children
were able to have a unique farm experience - all from within
the classroom!
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ppreciating

Written by Mdm Zeng Sufang Jaclyn (Head of Department / English Language)

oooooooooooo

he global events of late have brought to the forefront
Tchallenges and opportunities that Singapore faces. More
importantly, they have reminded us of the importance of
international collaboration and cooperation.

The essential role that ASEAN plays in the global arena
is also gaining prominence. ASEAN is currently one of
fastest growing economies, predicted to be the 4th
largest by 2030, just behind the United States, China,
and the European Union. Singapore is widely expected to
play the role of a regional hub in this rapidly expanding
economy, and serve as the base from which multinational
corporations expand into the ASEAN region.

With this in mind, the school is preparing our students
to be future-ready, and to be well-positioned to seize
opportunities in the ASEAN region when they enter the
workforce in the near future. The school aims to develop
our students to be global citizens who are well-acquainted
with the cultures and traditions of the countries around
them, starting with Singapore’s closest neighbours.

As such, the English Language teachers and Social Studies
teachers have collaborated closely and spent much time
designing meaningful lessons which integrate aspects of
ASEAN knowledge and culture into the curriculum across
the different levels. The result is interesting and exciting
activities that the students look forward to.

Primary 2 students get to learn about common ASEAN
dishes and the ingredients used to prepare them, then
select a dish they would like to recreate at home by
writing out the recipe and instructions. Primary 4 students,
when learning about tsunamis in English lessons, are also
exposed to current affairs and information about other
natural disasters happening in the ASEAN region, and think
about ways in which Singapore can render help as a friend.
Primary 6 students engage in discussions relating to the
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), and understand how it
enhances synergy and development in the region, paying
particular attention to Singapore’s interconnectedness to
ASEAN countries and the rest of the world.

The above are but examples of the enriched lessons
which aim to deepen our students’ appreciation and
cultural sensitivity towards our ASEAN neighbours. We
hope that with greater understanding, our students will
be able to foster stronger cross-cultural friendships and
collaborations with their peers in the ASEAN region when
the opportunity arises.
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