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PreS|dent’s Scholars

Penny Shi Peng Yi and Sharmaine Koh Mingli received their awards
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from President Halimah Yacob at the Istana in August last year.
Penny is reading Urban Studies at Stanford University
and Sharmaine studies History and Politics at Yale.

Both share some common views and both chose the service path
in their high school experience. You can read on to know
a little more about their road thus far.

What was your key motivation in high
school?

Penny: CCA netballl It was the sense
of family and support over 4 years,
through ups and downs that motivated
me.Council gave me purpose and an
understanding that ethics must be at the
heart of anything you do. This helps in
navigating matters in life.

Shermaine: Friends, school community,
feachers’ passion which was infectious.
Being in the Humanities Programme was
a great influence. | was motivated to shift
from immediate short term goals to bigger
holistic things. And Capstone and CCA
and feam activities made me realise that
individual achievement isnot all. | learned
responsibility to myself and others.

What one creative or interesting thing
have you done that has made it possible
for you to achieve your goal(s)?

Penny: My choice and decision fo find
myself and self-beliefs through infrospection,
through the Capstone experience.

Shermaine: To have found a defining
point with Capstone, that for me, public
service was important.

What events/ people have been crucial
in your high school experience?

Penny: Council mentors. They prompted
us to think of leadership ...that it is noft

utilitarian, but people-centred, not for
self gain but for serving a higher purpose.
Council taught me fo be open fo and
appreciate difficult questions.

Shermaine: Council mentors, certainly.
They showed us how to look beyond self,
be willing to try new things, especially the
experiential, and not be afraid to explore
and examine tough scenarios, as these
opened up doors and challenged us to
new understandings.

What is your definition of success and
where do you see yourself in the next 5
years?

Penny: Success for me would be about
empowering self and then giving
back. Many things contribute fo our
achievements and it is never always yours
alone. | look forward to giving back what
I receive from others and finding meaning
and joy in what | do.

Shermaine: Success, for me, is the ability
to empower self to empower others. It is
about giving give back to the community.
Next 5 yearse I'd like to reach a point at
which | can influence and inspire others.
That's an indicator of a commander, to
lead and gain trust and lead your men
to war for what you believe is for the
common good.

(Note: Shermaine had joined the Singapore
Armed Forces after high school.)



What is one piece of advice you could pass on to your juniors?
Penny: Don't let fear of failure stop you. Constant worry and doubft will only lead to missed opportunities. How you
respond to failure defines you as a person more than your success.

Shermaine: Discomfort leads to growth and gratiftude and humility. Know how to fail, don't beat yourself up. Find the
courage within yourself to pick yourself up because in the grand scheme of things it doesn’t matter.

How do you ensure balance in your packed schedules?
Penny: Running and nature hikes. | create time for myself to think and put things in perspective.
Shermaine: Family time. Especially when in the Army. Then there'’s football and reading, good for mind and body.
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WARM WELCOME TO OUR SEC 1 STUDENTS
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The Sec 1 Orientation programme was filled with fun and exciting
activities to welcome the new Sec 1s to the Nanyang family. The
student leaders organised games and a school tour for the Sec
Is and the form teachers gotf to know the students better through
icebreaker games and class bonding sessions. On the last day
of the orientation programme, the student leaders organised an
Amazing Race at the Botanic Gardens where everyone got to
play games and appreciate nature af the same time.

The programme culminated in a camp fire at night in school at
which each class put up a performance showing off their talents
and teamwork. With the help of the Uniformed Groups teachers
and students, the camp fire burnt bright and strong.

Like the camp fire, the Nanyang spirit was also burning strong!
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Nature Society, teachers-in-charge Mr Benny Koh
& Ms Nofolie Teng
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GOING GREEN IN

THE CANTEEN
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*The replacement of plastic bags with small bowls
is still a frial and progress is closely monitored.
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In line with the nation’s agenda on
‘zero waste’ and care of the environment, the
school canteen embarked on going green in a
number of ways this year.

Students also took the opportunity to share
examples of recycling at the Launch of
Singapore’s Year Towards Zero Waste
at Our Tampines Hub.

The examplesincluded 3R posfers designed by students,
placed around the school campus as well as upcycled
products such as a file-paper holder using a cereal box,
bin-liner using the wrapper for printing paper reams
and a plant pot using a milk bottle.
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Our students photgraphed here with TV host Denise
Keller, emcee for the launch and Zero Waste
ambassador.
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: Our students inferacting
'WITh Guest of Honour Mr
Masagos  Zulkifli,  Minister  for
the Environment and Water
Resources.
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Together with our ‘zero waste’ efforts, the school has acquired a
compositor that takes care of the food waste.
Once the compost is ready, it is used in the backyard garden.
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Reflection by teacher Xie Shangyi from the
Aesthetics Department :

This project stems from my personal training and prior job experience
as an illustrator with the newspaper and | find the process of
franslating stories in written form to communicate visually a valuable
learning and practice for the students. Hence when the opportunity
fo collaborate with Thumbs Up Students Publication arose last year,
NY AEP enthusiastically hopped on and planned the children stories
illustration module for the Sec 1 AEP students. Many of the students
were able to draw digitally in their various styles referencing many
online tutorials and artists featured, however the ability to franslate
written info visual and restricting to just 4 frames comic narrative,
fargetfing young children, was the main challenge. Coincidentally,
the Language Arts Department had their story-telling assessment
then and the students each had a narrative readily available to
be translated into illustration. Tapping on their narratives created
for their Language Arts assignments, the students began to design
characters and sefs for the stories before digitising their drawing and
manipulating them on computers. Finally, as it was to be published
in the Chinese student’s newspaper, the studentfs were tasked to
franslate the narrative into simple chinese that little children would
be able to relate to. The editors of the students newspapers were
very impressed with the meaningful narratives and quality of the
drawings produced by the students and decided to publish and
feature their works. This children’s story illustration is an authentic
task as the students took on the role of illustrators and underwent
the process from conceptualisation to publishing.
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Art work by Wang Zixuan, Sec 305 (AEP student, done in 2017)
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ANNUAL PRIZE GIVING CEREMONY
O-Level Good Progress Award 2018
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Congratulations to on receiving
this award. Emma believes that each failed step is
motivation to do better. She reflects that the real
push came after the release of the Secondary 3 EOY
results. Disappointed that she had not achieved the
results she had hoped for, Emma decided to change
the way she studied.
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So how did she change the way she worked
at her studies?

“With the same hectic dance schedule as the previous
year, | needed a more cohesive and efficient study plan.
| took notes during each lesson and revised at the end of
each week. When | studied alone, | restricted myself to
using my devices only when | needed to refer to notes. It
was such a struggle resisting the urge to check my phone
every time it buzzed. However, by saving those 5 seconds
each time, | was able to put in more work and had more
time to revise. | admit that this is still work in progress for
me today, but | truly believe that this helped me fo use
my time more efficiently. And one of my greatest prides
is my improvement in Chemistry, which went from F9 in
Secondary 3 to A2 in Secondary 4.”

Emma’s advice to her juniors:

Don't let failure bring you down. Figure out what went
wrong and find a way to tackle the problem in your
own way. You don't have to follow your friends study
method — everyone is unique and learns at a different
pace. Try to find that rhythm and you'll soon notice small
improvements here and there. If you run into frouble,
don't forget that your teachers are always there for you.
If you're too shy to ask questions in class, you can always
arrange for consultation sessions or even send them an
email. Lastly, if you're at that stage where your results
aren't stellar or completely terrible, my advice is to start
working now. It may seem early, but it'll fruly help you in
the long run. hnd!
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Dialect/
Mandarin/Malay/
English Speaking
Student Volunteer
Docents for
Presidents’ Young
Talents 2018,
Singapore Arts
Museum (SAM)

Secondary 413 and S4 MSP students
wereinvited to volunteer as docents at
SAM’s 2018 Presidents’ Young Talents
(PYT) which showcased 5 installations
from 5 Young Singaporean Arfists, from
4 Oct 2018 to 27 Jan 2019. They were
involved in guiding seniors who visited
the museum as part of its Community
Programme. Our students attended
2 training sessions and prepared
themselves to engage in Hokkien,
Cantonese, Malay, Mandarin and
English.

One of our students shares her
experience with us in Malay and
Chinese.
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Pengalaman
Saya di Muzium
Seni Singapura

Melalui pengalaman saya di Muzium
Seni Singapura(SAM), saya belajar
menjadi pemandu muzium dan
berinteraksi dengan warga tua untuk
berkongsi tentang karya-karya seni di
galeri tersebut. Saya berasa sangat
gembira dan bersyukur kerana
diberikan peluang ini. Warga fua
yang saya temui sangat baik dan
memberikan saya sepenuh perhatian.

Walaupun saya kurang fasin dalam
bahasa Melayu, warga tua yang
tahu bahasa Melayu masih bersabar
mendengar  penerangan  saya.
Mereka juga memberi saya galakan.
Saya tahu saya kurang mampu
tfetapi saya juga sedar bahawa
menerangkan karyoa-karya seni ini
kepada warga tua adalah satu
tfanggungjawab penfing dan saya
perlu cuba sedaya upaya.

Sebagai persediaan untuk acara ini,
saya perlu menjalani dua sesi latihan.
Saya telah cuba mempelagjari,
bertanya soalan dan mendapatkan
penjelasan tentang karya-karya seni
dalam pameran tersebut. Saya perlu
bekeria keras tetapi pengalaman
ini terasa sangat berbaloi apabila
saya boleh berbual-bual dengan
warga tua dan membantu mereka
memahami apa yang setfiap artis
cuba sampaikan.

Saya berharap saya akan mendapat
peluang untuk berkhidmat kepada
masyarakat dengan cara  yang
menarik seperti ini.




Zhou Qiaohan B & (109)

Qiaohan practises the Erhu for atf least 15 hours a week.
She has a great passion for Erhu as it is not just a fascinating
instrument for her but also because it represents the Chinese
culture.She hopesto participate ininternational competitions
and spread the joy of playing the Erhu to others.
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Berlynn Ng # & iH (105)

Berlynn was selected for the Singapore National Wushu
Youth Team in 2017. She trains é days a week and has
represented Singapore in international championships
held in Korea (2017) and Brazil (2018), and has bagged
two gold awards and one silver award. She is currently
vying for a place in the team that will compete in the
upcoming Junior Asian Championship in Brunei and
hopes to achieve podium finish.
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LANGUAGE ARTS STUDENTS DIALOGUE WITH WENA POON

Deeply moved by a story in the Sec 4 Language Arts ftext
‘CrossWorlds: Short Stories on Global Themes', Chen Heng-Yi
of $409, invited author Wena Poon, who wrote ‘Development’,
to the school. Language Arts students gathered to meet Ms
Poon and to pose questions that ranged from writer’s infent to
character development and themes that paved the way to a
rich and well-paced discussion, giving students the opportunity
to take learning beyond the text and the classroom.
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